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MAS Plans for Ottawa Lake Recreation Area

After a flurry of activity from our MAS Observatory Committee and our MAS Board of
Directors in November to apply for grants and approve plans, Santa read our
Christmas lists and dropped off an anonymous $10,000 donation, which puts us on
track to break ground on our roll -off-roof observatory plans for the Ottawa Lake
Recreation Area in 2026!

Pictured here, the Club 2
Model, from Backyard
Observatories, is what
our proposed
-off roof annex will look
like, with some
modifications.

Read more on the
background, plans and
next steps in this edition
on page 14.

Hosting the 2027 North Central Region of the
Astronomical League (NCRAL) Meeting

In spring of 2027 it will be 80 years since the Milwaukee Astronomical Society founded

the North Central Region of the Astronomical League (NCRAL), and we are pleased to

welcome astronomers from all over the six state region of NCRAL to Southeastern Wis-
consin as the MAS plans to host this annual regional meeting.

e n eBmelidr, this year, our Board of Directors sent
two officers, Matthew Ryno and Lee Keith to
NCRAL in Minnesota to represent the MAS at
this annual voting meeting. They returned,
with positive feedback and interest from
area societies in us hosting a future event.

Throughout 2025, our new Publicity Com-
mittee Chairman, Andrew Payant, worked
with new standing publicity committee
members to present a plan to host this event
in 2027 on the weekend of May 15th. The
Board of Directors reviewed this plan, and
asked the committee to notify to NCRAL our
intent to host, and to continue with planning.

Read more on page 18.


https://www.milwaukeeastro.org/renew

2025 Year in Review

By Matthew Ryno, Milwaukee Astronomical Society President

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society (MAS) has experienced a year of significant growth, critical infra-
structure improvements, and strong financial stability. ~ More importantly, the MAS has grown together as
a team of volunteers, united in a common purpose to bring astronomy to more people, educate others,
network and collaborate on projects bigger than one particular goal or initiative.

We started off the year with a bang in 2025,
hosting the largest astrophotography gallery |
can read about ever being hosted in the state
with 80 pictures hung, printed and displayed,
and made it on the news with a promotion of the
event! View the video here to jog your

memory fi that was not even a full year from
now. And we continued to build as a team on
the success, and our Board of Directors ap-
proved the idea to take our digital gallery from
this astrophotography gallery back home to the
MAS on display permanently in the Quonset
Meeting Hall, available for a fresh batch of pic-
tures whenever members wish to add them.

In early spring, we hosted our annual
| Yerkes Observatory March outreach
event. We plan to do this again in this
spring, so save the date for mid -March
- 2026.

| In Spring, members showed up for a
hearty cleanup and we reached out to
| Wolf Electric for contracted work to
repair our infrastructure, and eventual-
ly a major project was approved and
completed to repair
wiring between build-
ings B and D, install

& GFCI protection, and
trench new circuits for
the "C" building and
parking lot.

Later on, the D shed
received new carpet-
ing, thanks to the work
of volunteers to glue

% new carpet down as
well.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bowOhYbvE4

We then gained another telescope, a Meade 146 f/ 8

memory of daughter Reagan (O0OR6 Scope), received
telescope. Then a team led by then Observatory Committee Chair Steven Smith, constructed an As-
troGazer observatory tent for temporary use and evaluation for two seasons. Although we could explore
this option, we have bigger plans for the Meade telescope, and the observatory tent has since been dis-
mantled.

Following our first Yerkes Open House of the year, regular open house season began with a nice full
Quonset Meeting Hall, and we hosted 5 busy
open houses this year, with an additional sold
out open house for the Osher Lifelong Learn-
ing Institute membership, which we will

again continue in 2026. | have also added one
more open house this year for the Wisconsin
DNRG&s Out WI Go field tr
Wisconsin residents to get to know the Mil-
waukee Astronomical Society via a night

open house and programming.

by
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Overall, we prioritized membership
engagement in multiple community
events (even a Bar Mitzvah!) and in
our outreach to the community. This
year saw three membership picnics at
the MAS. As a Board, we invested in
tents and food for members to enjoy
at the events, and | would say our
Christmas Party was a success, de-
spite unfortunately having snow
nights before!

On that note, infrastructure improve-
ments continued with a snowblower
serviced twice and we have finally
secured a plow service for the obser-
vatory in winter which should help us
maintain consistent openings and
avoid snow pile up and inaccessibil-
ity. | want to especially thank Russ
Blankenburg and Raymond Albarelli
for taking on more of the lawn mow-
ing duties as Brian Ganiere is no long-
er able to be our only weekly mower
or snow remover. We could still use
more members for these roles of
snhow removal and lawn mowing A so
if you want to enjoy rolling around in
this Cadillac of lawn mowers, step up
and become a regular mower for us,
or snow clearer. But without this
work, our grounds would not be in
the great shape it was for over 1,500
open house visitors and members.

We have also begun to reach people
in new ways, sponsoring a stard-
ate.org astronomy education show on
community radio, WMSE 91.7, as a
new method to reach new audiences
not only those who discover us online
or frequently attend our community il

events. It is that kind of flexibility that

| think has made us resilient as a small

non-profit that has refused to suc- I 4
cumb to the trends of declining mem-
bership in local astronomical socie-
ties.

2025 was not without its challenges as
well, and leaned into using our
Google Group more frequently for
posted announcements, articles and
shares in our Google Group, which is
our default communication platform,
as the publishing of the Focal Point
Newsletter transitions to more of a journal of activity than current events. So please do make sure you
can login to groups.google.com and browse messages and receive at least an abridged summary of



http://www.stardate.org
http://www.stardate.org

news, and you can always milwaukeeastro@googlegroups.com _to post any questions to the MAS mem-

bership as a whole.

| am pleased to say that we now have a Programming Committee, and active plans to bring monthly
speakers to our grounds and plan for NCRAL 2027 in tandem with the Publicity Committee. So while our
challenges as a volunteer organization ebbs and flows, and we have been resilient in our commitment to
bettering the grounds and our reach. You will read about some of our other news events for the year in
this newsletter, as this intro gives you a flavor for the community that is ongoing.

Overall | would especially like to thank my four Committee Chairs for stepping into roles that can keep

our organization thriving, by rallying teams of volunteers to organize, plan and bring to our MAS Board
Meetings discussions that are focused / strategic and helpful to accomplishing much more. These stand-
ing committees are extensions of the everyday volunteer work MAS officers may do, which is essential to
our operations fi and anyone can be a part of this. You will read about two of these initiatives in the news-
letter, NCRAL 2027 and our Ottawa Lake Observatory. Please come join us at standing meetings indicat-
ed in this newsletter and become a part of making the MAS what you would like to see.

And by the way, on something | have been advocating for and supporting, the MAS had yet another

youth community service award winner in 2025! In fact, Jericho Kuehl spoke at the national Astronomical
League Conference in 2025, and if you missed it, please go listen in to a similar talk Jericho has given to
the Astronomical League via their Live programming (  link is here ). | have been impressed with what ou
members are doing, and | do hope we can award another service award to a youth member of the MAS
for four years in arow A which includes some prize money! So parents and students, please read up on
the youth awards offered by the Astronomical League here and get in touch with me before March:

www.astroleague.org/astronomical -league-awards. As youdl |l see when you attenc
later this month, featuring two of our past national youth award -winners, we are all a part of what makes

the MAS great, for our generation and those to come. Congratulations as well to all of our essay contest

winners as well, who got a free telRpcowoplel abhethlhilse yte@ar |
more on this later in the newsletter!

As volunteer | eaders, we can read resources such as th

Guide to Recruiting and Retaining Astronomy Club membership __, offered by NCRAL, to help us get a

sense of trends. But honest direct feedback on how we?d

input. If you would like to provide feedback on the future of the MAS in less of a meeting setting, and to
our Board of Directors, then | invite you to always email me at mattryno@gmail.com with comments,
questions or ideas, and we will try to spread that input to the appropriate volunteers at our group.

Have a happy new year, and
|l etds make 202!
year ahead!

On the next page, your Ob-
servatory Director and | have
compiled a few more high-
lights for the
done a lot in a short amount
of time!

Hereds a scene
day Party 2025 i thank you
Programming Committee for
planning a good one!

r
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Notable 2025 Observatory Enhancements

As we approach the new year, here are just a few highlights from the MAS for 2025. Br i an O&6 Connor
Jeff Blank will be joining the ranks of the Keyholders starting in January. Mike Wagner is named As-
sistant Observatory Director. Other notable improvements as listed by Lee Keith and Matthew Ryno:

1 Installed new underground electrical wire and electrical work to safely supply power to the C

shed once again, as well as our front garage. We also added GFCI outlets elsewhere, fixed wiring
between B/D sheds, garage lights / underground wire from power pole in front

18" Obsession in E shed recoated and installed. Board -approved second Obsession recoating.
Meade 14" RCX400 donation (known as "R" scope for donor's daughter Reagan)

Carpeting in D shed installed

Donation of Dwarflab 3 smartscope by Gary Haas

Acquisition of a ZWO SeeStar30 smartscope donation courtesy of ZWO partnership

=A =_ =4 =4 =4 A

Junior member Rheyanna Markum has chosen an Orion 127mm Mak -Cass telescope on an equa-
torial mount in the MAS Telescope Giveaway to take to college with her.

T Larry Grabski has donated an 86 f/ 6 homemade dob wi
ciety

T Bob Purtock has donated a Celestron 4.56 equatori al
and an Orion 86 Dobsonian (Ottawa Lake Observatory?

1 Added a second intermediate loaner scope, a Celestron 114mm NexStar GT Newtonian GOTO
scope, which was a donation.

1 Blake Bigelow and Andrew Myagmar are the latest winners in the MAS Telescope Giveaway. An-
drew picked the Meade ETX -90 equatorial GOTO Maksutov and Blake picked the Meade DS -90
EC GOTO refractor.

1 Rehab on our MAS Ball Scope completed (thanks Mike and Mag1 Instruments), and trialed a $600
Pi Finder for the Ball Scope on loan for 2025 (thanks to Matt for arranging this vendor trial!)

1 Brought back a 6 panel digital gallery of MAS astrophotography to share member photos.

1 We increased our Canon camera offerings by seeking them on donations, as well as some more
planetary camera donations to try out for projects.

1 Adding sun tents to our open houses and outreach events, allowing for some coverage for volun-
teers and during picnics (thanks Programming Committee). We also have a table / gallery dis-
play table, partially used for Yerkes Observatory table this year.

1 Added a QHY camera on loan for the scope in E for the summer, and this December | just re-
ceived a one -shot color astro cam we'll try there next year (not yet installed). We also added a
new laptop and tablet for control of the E scope refractor, as well as some tablet upgrades.

1 Purchased a Celestron Star Sense auto-align system to trial for our Celestron GoTo mount to pri-
oritize ease of use for the go -to system (not yet installed)

1 Fixing B dome wheel rotation and movement.
1 Funding for the new Ottawa Lake Observatory was received from an anonymous donor!

1 Plow Service for 2025/26 season!



National 2025 Youth Service Award Winner

I'm pleased to announce that MAS member, and High School Junior, Jericho Kuehl, has been an-
nounced the winner of the Astronomical League's 2025 Horkheimer/D'Auria Youth Service Award!

Terry Mann, Vice President of the Astronomical League, noted to
Jericho, "Congratulations, again, on this recognition of your out-
standing service to your club and your community." ... "This was
a competition involving 10 excellent nominations. This award
comes with a large plaque, publication of your award in the Sep-
tember issue of Reflector, and a cash prize of $1,000."

This year | was pleased to nominate Jericho Kuehl, and worked
with him on a number of citizen science missions over the years
with our Unistellar eVscope Smart Telescopes and have been ap-
preciative to have his enthusiasm around to promote our Unistel-
lar eVscopes at the MAS, and assist with observatory duties
above and beyond what is the norm. Jericho is a volunteer at the
Horwitz -DeRemer Planetarium, writer for the Focal Point, and re-
mains a committed citizen science researcher submitting over

100 citizen science data observations to date. Specific examples
of his research include 16 hours of T CrB observations since the
fall of 2023, tracking main -belt asteroids for 3D modeling endeav-
ors, recording the t echrih astemigseahdmore ithadneen fully tleteater &x-
oplanet transits. Lately | find Jericho leading the charge in our global network of citizen scientists,
chatting with their researchers and going after an increasing volume of targets and learning a bit
more about each target each time he does.

| was happy to introduce him as the service award winner as a featured Open House speaker, and he
proceeded to tell an interesting presentation on exoplanets and rich science topics. You can see

some of his observations hanging up on the wall in the Imaging Control Room as well. Jericho went on
to speak at the Astronomical League's 2025 convention in Bryce Canyon this year on how he uses
smart telescopes for science and what has inspired him to observe, and he gave a talk virtually for

the AL here at this link . We hope to hear more about the adventures in our future newsletters.

This is now the fourth year in a row the Milwaukee Astronomical Society has won one of the Astro-
nomical League's major youth awards, since I've been nominating amazing youth members at the Mil-
waukee Astronomical Society! It goes to show all of our members can inspire great achievements,
and members of all ages can achieve them - so if you'd like to help a youth member work toward a
milestone next year, getin touchwithme and | et s see what we can

Have a look at our recent youth winners:

2022 - William Gottemoller - Horkheimer/Smith Youth Service Award
2022 - William Gottemoller - Horkheimer/Parker Youth Imaging Award
2023 - Dhruva Kalyani - Horkheimer/Parker Youth Imaging Award
2023 - William Gottemoller - Horkheimer/D'Auria Youth Service Award

2024 - Dhruva Kalyani - Horkheimer/D'Auria Youth Service Award, Horkheimer/Parker Imaging
Award

2025 - Jericho Kuehl - Horkheimer/D'Auria Youth Service Award

-Matthew Ryno, President

do

toge:


https://www.youtube.com/live/3N2ZLj5qSNg?t=2634s
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Telescope Giveaway Contest Winners

Our Observatory Director, Lee Keith, once again hosted an Essay Content for MAS Members aged 10
17-years-old for a chance to get a telescope. Questions were: What would you like to do in astronomy
in the future? What objects do you most like to observe? What have you done in astronomy up to
now?

After judges carefully weighed the entries, it was too close to tell a winner! So at our MAS Holiday
Party, we announced two telescope winners:

1 Blake Bigelow chose the Meade DS-90 EC GOTO refractor.

1 Andrew Myagmar chose the Meade 90mm ETX equatorial GOTO telescope.




Treasurerod0s Reports

Pl ease see our Google Drive for

this yeards Treasur el
Board of Dir ecattlusrfoiderlinheet Eagls mont hds

report is avail e

1 Seeourfinal Fiscal Year 25/ 25 Final Treasurerds Report

1 As stated in our Moneyminder Software Evaluation Notes , we have adopted a new system for
tracking monthly expenses and accounting.

Asnotedinour Tr easur er 8s R e pesented téithegBbardiofgDireicters each month for the
completion of FY2024 ( Sept 1fi Aug 31, 2025):

Our income includes $3768 worth of non -cash donations, so all income totals include that amount.
Our revenue exceeded budget by $4842.  This includes the $3768.

Expenses were $5482 less than budgeted.

= =2 =4 =N

The budget for FY2425 was based on actuals from the prior fiscal year.

Our cash assets increased by $8392.

Summary points from the year, as noted from our monthly reports -

Asset Growth: The organization's total funds increased to a closing balance of $125,148 in Dec 2025.

Operating Efficiency : Total expenses for the year were kept under budget, reflecting a disciplined
approach to maintenance and project management.

Endowment Strength : The societyds annuity/ endowment fund rem
pal remains untouched, interest from this fund provides a stable ~$5,000 annually toward general in-
come.

Successful Public Outreach : Public engagement remains high, with donations tallied in October
2025 alone reaching $1,067 (which included $590 from a hosted tour).

Refurbishing Key Equipment  : Using a generous donation from Sue Timlin, the society has moved
forward with the refurbishment of the Obsession (Dobsonian) telescope. We have also refreshed our
12.5in Magl Instruments Ball Scope featuring a Carl Zambuto mirror.

Rising Operational Costs : Property and liability insurance for our eight buildings saw a 35% in-
crease this year. We will need to monitor these fixed costs closely in the 2026 budget.

Project Prioritization  : With he new committee system, a new, structured annual project planning
process has been introduced to ensure that member and financial resources are allocated to the most
critical needs before the start of the next fiscal year in September.

Expense Tracking: Moneyminder software allows us to collect digital expense reports and tracking
of mileage and other expenses. We have also deployed this technology for a digital art storefront
which has allowed us to collect donations for astrophotography prints.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1OS6nSu8Mni5wJxJ3cMvF5EKGgbNUcMdC?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lz1zQ39wh7c7mRhaBa4FP6Q0_VwtY9OI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lz1zQ39wh7c7mRhaBa4FP6Q0_VwtY9OI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nyLRaxjR_gTukd20LH1oyyCENvAZ0VAi/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tkhk_LxDBgFI6uFVU9djFlczZobymB5O8Zh5JVerzjs/edit?usp=sharing

Meeting Minutes

Members can find the full repository of 2025 documentation here: 2025 - MAS Meeting Minutes Folder

Monthly Minutes Quick Links, documented by MAS Secretary, Brian Ganiere

January Board Minutes | February Board Minutes | March Board Minutes

April Board Minutes | May General Meeting Minutes | May Board Meeting Minutes | June Board Minutes

July Board Minutes | August Board Minutes | September Board Minutes

October Board Minutes

Membership Meeting Speakers and Recap for 2025:

January: Charles Bracken, author of the Astrophotography Planner, The Visible Universe, Deep
Imaging Primer, presented virtually on what Signal to Noise ratio means for Astrophotographers,

-Sky
and

how to take quality pictures of deep sky images. He also presented the MAS with a custom version of his

Astrophotography Planner set for our observatory longitude/latitude. This guide was professionall

y

printed by Matthew Ryno ahead of the meeting and bound in a binder next to the control computer for G

Scope in the Z Dome Control Room, where it may be used by imagers.

February: Aparna Venkatesan from the University of San Francisco, who Aparna Venkatesan, astrono-

mer at the University of San Francisco Department of Physics and Astronomy, spoke about earth

-orbiting

space debris and how it affects space launches and earth -orbiting satellites, and to the consequent dete-

rioration of the night sky and to scientific observations.

March: As preparation for the Yerkes Observatory Messier Marathon Open House scheduled for
3/22/2025, Matthew Ryno described techniques and resources for taking part in Messier Marathon ob-

serving programs, such as: NCRAL online; https://ncral.wordpress.com/observing/ and
Messier Marathon Planner; https://calgary.rasc.ca/darksky/messierplanner.htm

March: Messier Marathon at Yerkes Observatory, with Matthew Ryno speaking on the topic

Larry

April:  The April 21, 2025 general membership meeting of the Milwaukee Astronomical Society was held

at the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee Manfred Olson Planetarium, 1900 E. Kenwood Blvd.,
kee WI. Pl anetarium Director Dr. Jean Creig
9:00 pm.

fi Spring/Summer Open House Season fi

October : No speaker, open session

Milwau-
ht on

November : Adam McCulloch, Education and Outreach Manager for Geneva Lake Astrophysics and
STEAM attended in person at the Quonset Meeting Hall and discussed some of the programs his group is
working on this year, including how the team is 3D printing asteroids for visually disabled observers

and bettering the experience for observers with disabilities. Members were able to hands -on experi-
ence some of the teaching tools used for star magnitude and radio wave teaching, including some craft

projects to help simulate experiences without vision in the field of astronomy.

December: Holiday Break

Mc Ni s |

gave a


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wHh40iUpXm1Xzq4Gw2csDIRIe-3za8IU?usp=drive_link
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EvI8t9LGdfKF7KJ-hwfGkxPOa5YrD6_F/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16FvsTwbZ1t-fQxCT6SAgKuHxKCXDwLf7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nU4U0c9O_EryhpZCNaxMYNAWKxcoZX30/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F33CbhzucgjjY0WIFblJnSSQo-wZ7i3X/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HqPmzh9jMENQcnVOuL8s1UzZV4OBR-H4/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15AnYOmxL4eWio_-7clvYk_wgEF5nEny8/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i5t3z_MUpyYt_6o3H_xbT1QStmDcIArq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/143nZazFYVhBdK3Rck0VJBpA1ZhSfbzSz/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1km3rYgxnxF_arqzzEJbc5UMJ1gI1qq_8/view?usp=drive_link
https://ncral.wordpress.com/observing/
https://calgary.rasc.ca/darksky/messierplanner.htm

Membership Report

We finished the membership count entering the 2025 season with our second overall count of mem-
berships at the start of the year, but face a membership renewal challenge still, with just about 50%
still due to renew. This is a rising trend as we have been picking up new memberships at a larger
pace since promotions picked up following 2020/21 years, but we have also been dropping a larger
percentage. The MAS has been focusing in on programming, committee work and observatory im-
provements in recent years as well to counteract this drift. We do not yet have auto renewal systems.

Milwaukee Astronomical Society Memberships - Growth - End / Start of Member Season
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Renewals help us keep up our all volunteer programming and observing running smoothly as our
main source of community financial support, even if you have not been out to the MAS in some time.

To check if you need to renew, please go to www.milwaukeeastro.org/renew and the website will
guide you through renewing if necessary after entering your email.

Note that the above chart compares March end -of-year to January end-of-year numbers. We are still
accepting renewals through the months of January
surpass 202586s starting count by March!

Total Active Memberships in 2025, as of Jan. 2: 191
Family Memberships: 227 (57.76%)
Non-Family Members: 166 (42.24%)
Total Memberships Needing to Renew for 2026: 192 (48.85%)

If you are paying by check annually, please note the new address for our treasurer John Koors and
mail to 5022 Citation Dr., Racine, WI 53402

and


milwaukeeastro.org/renew

Membership Talk this January 19

Board Meeting and Presentation

Early Career Astronomers by William Gottemoller and Dhruva Kalyani

Wondering what a couple of our award -winning MAS Members have been up to since heading off
to their undergraduate adventures? Come listen to the latest research and work in astronomy in
this co-presentation after our board meeting at 8pm in the Quonset Meeting Hall and virtually by
Google Meet.

William will cover gravitational wave research and Dhruva will talk about the radio telescope work
he has been doing as an intern at the Green Bank Observatory, among many other interesting top-
ics.

Monday January 19 at the Quonset Meeting Hall:
1 Board Meeting Monday at 7:00 & 8:00pm
1 Talk at 8:00pm & 9:00pm

Google Meet Video call link: meet.google.com/dnu ___-yaqa -bke

William will also be hosting an Astronomical League Live talk virtually on Friday, January 23rd, at
6pm CT, now our third presenter from the MAS within the last year.
Williamés AL Live talk will be on oNew Challenges

Monthly Standing MAS Meetings

We meet more than just every Saturday Night! Please save these monthly meeting reminders/links:

First Wednesday Ask Anything: 6:00pm fi Quonset Meeting Hall , great for all kinds of members!

First Thursday Publicity Committee: 6:30pm fi meet.google.com/oxp -qqua-gko
Second Tuesday Programming Committee: 7:00pm fi meet.google.com/gfq -rjcn -cbd
Third Monday Board / Membership Meeting: 7pm fi 9pm Quonset Meeting Hall  and Virtually by

Google Meeting link at meet.google.com/dnu _ -yaga -bke . Talks announced in advance!

Third Wednesday Observatory Committee : 7:00pm A Quonset Meeting Hall  and Virtually by
Google Meeting link at meet.google.com/ffs -bgca-sxd

Last Thursday Membership Committee: 7:00pm fi meet.google.com/gin _-gwyj -uxe

Our Second Wednesday Imagers Group Meeting  is an open meeting, not currently hosted. If you
wish to discuss a topic then, please reach to our Google Group out prior to the Second Wednesday of
each month with a topic and join a recurring meeting at 7:00pm at meet.google.com/mvr _-jgwz -fft

Reminder: Members Page Login Access

Once you have logged in to the website, click Members
to access the members menu. From here you can scroll
down the page to view the latest keyholder calendar and
contact information; announcements; past Focal Pointedi-
tions; files and much more, including the latest observato- - )

ry weather and cloud predictions. Login to access the

Members page at: https://milwaukeeastro.org/

t

0


https://meet.google.com/oxp-qqua-qko
https://meet.google.com/gfq-rjcn-cbd
https://meet.google.com/dnu-yaqa-bke
https://meet.google.com/ffs-bgca-sxd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://meet.google.com/qin-gwyj-uxe&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw0b8ziBmQtlpyTgIN1zFOWd
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://meet.google.com/mvr-jgwz-fft&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw1mJShvZeH0_3SHe4JoDVD3
https://meet.google.com/dnu-yaqa-bke
https://milwaukeeastro.org/members.asp

MAS Officers and Board Member Updates

Our annual meeting of the Milwaukee Astronomical Society was held in May, and the Milwaukee As-
tronomical Society Board of Directors voted to elect the following directors. The next month, Tim Mills
was also invited and selected to join the Board of Directors in his first term:

1 Jeff Blank (1st Term)
William Gottemoller (2nd Term)
Glenn Sarlitto (1st Term)

Patrick White (1st Term)
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Tim Mills (1st Term)

2025/26 MAS Officers:

President : Matthew Ryno
Observatory Director : Lee Keith
Vice President : Jeff Blank

Secretary : Brian Ganiere
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Treasurer : John Koors

Lee Keith became our Observatory Director  in 2024, when he was elected for a term of three years
after his election 5/20/24, so no vote was necessary in 2025.

MAS President, Matthew Ryno, has also named the following Standing Committee Chairs:
1 Publicity Committee Chair: Andrew Payant

1 Program Planning Committee Chair: William Gottemoller

1 Observatory Committee Chair: Patrick White (replaces Steven Smith

il

Membership Committee Chair: Stephanie Razack

Additional roles remain available, including Groundskeeping, filling in for Brian Ganiere.

Matthew Ryno continues to chair our Open House Subcommittee, media liaison and social media lead,
but would welcome new members interested in supporting these roles as well.

Our Webmaster is Gene Hanson, if you are interested in helping with web work.

Please remember that the new address for checks to the MAS should be sent to our Treasurer:
John Koors

5022 Citation Dr.

Racine, WI 53402



Ottawa Lake Observatory Project Updates for 2026

By Matthew Ryno, Milwaukee Astronomical Society President

Grab a pair of construction gloves this next year, and prepare to plan some more and get to enjoy be-
ing a part of making an additional roll -off roof observatory possible out at Ottawa Lake a reality, as
wedre going to have a fun and busy 2026 ahead of wus!

A recent $10,000 anonymous donation effectively fills the gap we had encountered in our plans after
losing out on our Knowles -Nelson Stewardship Friends Grant sponsorship application this December,
and we will meet on this at our next Board of Directors meeting (Third Monday of January, 7pm) to
discuss further. But | would anticipate us proceeding into 2026 with the equivalent key expenditure
guidelines wedd set for ourselves being met.

As background, our Observatory Committee has been working on plans, specifications, materials

lists, site selection, for a roll -off roof observatory at Ottawa Lake State Recreation Area this year. This
is a dark sky site location we have visited for years for star parties. Over the summer the park staff, as
well as the volunteer group supporting the park, Kettle Moraine Natural History Association, came
together to tour the location with Observatory Committee members and think of ways to build an ob-
servatory shed at this location as an annex, or an extension of the MAS at a dark sky site, where we
can homebase our visual telescopes and conduct outreach safely in a dedicated space there as well.
This also provides the park with a resource and yearly astronomical viewing events and outreach op-
portunities they can plan on offering to visitors.

The MAS Board of Directors reviewed the committee plans to build a roll  -off roof observatory this Fall
and approved spending $10,000 toward the construction of the observatory, contingent on receiving a
$10,000 grant we applied to 0 the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Friends Grant. And as our next step in
November, we applied for sponsorship (  link here to our application letter ). In the linked grant letter , |
include links which you can browse to learn more about the observatory project, to catch yourself up

to speed with any details. We also have the plans on display at the front of our Quonset Meeting Hall.

Unfortunately at our annual members Holiday Party this December, we broke the news that the MAS
application we submitted for a roll -off roof observatory did not get chosen as a project to be spon-
sored for a Knowles -Nelson Stewardship Friends Grant application, by the KMNHA, in favor of another
good choice for the park. This put a little bit of a damper on the project momentum, since the Obser-
vatory Committee, MAS officers and Board Members have all done such an amazing job on a short
timeline to build specifications and plans for this observatory to get us to this point. And in our last
meeting this December, we discussed new strategies for pressing on, as park staff remain on board
with this project.

But then something (almost) nobody saw coming happened: Santa stopped out early and gave us the
funding we were missing! It is an incredible boost to this project and thank you to the generous gift
giver who supports our organization and Ottawa Lake Recreation area in building a new asset for the
community.

So you may hear from Patrick, our Observatory Committee Chair; or Lee, our Observatory Director,
on more details regarding this project later this year or at the start of the next one. There will be op-
portunities then at our next observatory committee meeting (every month) to come on out and make
this a reality / enjoy a unique experience of building another observatory site this year. But that is all
ahead still. For now, enjoy some peace and family time at the start of the year and as you do, maybe
this background story of Christmas gift giving, persistence and volunteerism will lighten your day and
get you excited on new MAS adventures ahead of us in the new year.

As the MAS looks at hosting a regional astronomical league meeting in Milwaukee in 2027, and will
|l ook forward to celebrating centenni al in 2032, wedre


https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NOQ3nuCEQyQR7J47RXLL63iVpYQhnGP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15NOQ3nuCEQyQR7J47RXLL63iVpYQhnGP/view?usp=sharing

|l aborating in growing committees and engaging the publ
the study of astronomy, foster a public interest in astronomical subjects, conduct public outreach, pro-

mote astronomical research, erect astronomical observatories, and hopefully foster that spirit of fel-

lowship among members. So well done, as an all -volunteer group this year, to make some new and

astronomical ideas possible. Some may say this extra Ottawa Lake Observatory annex expansion is an

important milestone for us to keep broadening our options and outreach, similar to the milestone of

when our Quonset Meeting Hall renovation helped foster open houses with lecture capability and cor-

nerstone to our New Berlin observatory. We6l |l need t hi
this next year, so the best is yet to come when we keep working together actively and volunteering

our many talents to achieve a greater goal.

More Updates on Ottawa Lake, by Lee Keith, Observatory Director

| would like to add some more specific information about the new Ottawa Lake Observatory (Thank
you, an astronomical number of times, Secret Santa!) to the general membership, as they may be won-
dering what exactly we are planning and where.

The bylaws of the Society state, in part:

SECTION 2: PURPOSHE The purpose of this Society shall be to promote the study of astronomy and

allied sciences and foster a public interest in astronomical subjects; give and sponsor public lectures;

é [and] for the purpose of erecting one or more astron
ries thereto; &

In keeping with this mandate from the founders, the Milwaukee Astronomical Society Board of Direc-

tors has decided to build a 166x2486 roll off roof obse
of Eagle, WI, in the Southern Kettle Moraine just south of the MAS star party location in the boat launch
parking | ot. (see attached map) This building could ho

session Dobsonian, a l4&€CaMeade aR@X4 0 O «as9dpn@itbatrel®-c h mi dt
lyinC-shed and a Celestron CGEM mount that could hold sev

Schmidt-Cassegrain, a 10®asveagreaiSchanndtsi nce | have the sar
Meade "Deep Sky -10" Newtonian, 60mm Coronado solar scope and 180mm Maksutov -Cassegrain
pl anetary scope could also be mounted on it. There may

all these telescopes, except
mine, were donations and all
but the scope in C shed are not
currently in use. There are even
plans for a few concrete pads
for member scopes outside the
observatory and there would be
power available from the near-
by covered pavilion!

The reasons for constructing
this remote observatory are
threefold:

To have an observatory in a
place darker than at the New
Berlin Observatory (Yes, you
will be hearing that more often
in the future! Wow!) and will
open us up to more public out-
reach. Discussions on getting a
darker site have been on the
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minds of the Society Board for decades, and they usually have centered on buying property and mov-
ing all the observatory equipment there. (Can you imagine doing that? Domes and all!!) We almost
had a widow sell us a portion of her lot but that fell through. Nobody thought it would be possible to
move all our telescopes and domes to the park, which is true. But building a modest roll off on park
property with a fleet of recently donated telescopes is possible, and park officials are going to help
us!

To offer visitors and campers at the Ottawa Lake Rec Area programs on the night sky. As the bylaws
state, public outreach & education is a major function of the Society. We plan on having a few public
nights at the new facility in addition to our current open houses at the New Berlin Observatory. (See?
Said it already.) This is one of the main reasons they are helping us. To add astronomical programs to
their offerings. Other parks have them, and they are very popular.

To make better use of the many sophisticated telescopes the Society has acquired recently that are
currently languishing. What a good problem to have! We are so lucky!

Construction will start this spring and should be complete by summer. We will be announcing con-
struction dates and are asking for volunteers, carpenters and electricians especially, but no experi-
ence needed. Bring safety glasses and work gloves. If you have hand or power tools like chop saws,
drills and such, bring them. Be a part of MAS history! Get your picture in the Focal Point newsletter
and possibly, website! Our Society has more active members that it has had in years so | hope this
project will be completed quickly with everyone's help! | was involved in the Society's last big project,
the remodeling of the Quonset meeting hall in 2017 (isn't it beautiful?) and while it was a ton of work
(mostly over winter!) it was a great team building experience for everyone involved.

| am attaching specific additional information on the precise location and proposed contents and lay-
out of the new observatory. Note that it is in walking distance of our  original star party location at the

boat landing parking lot and has the additional advantages of a covered pavilion with available power
SO programs can be presented as well as viewing through telescopes.

We may also have concrete pads or solid places
for additional member telescopes nearby. These
may include the parking lot directly in front of
the observatory building, as this will be blocked
off to minimize headlights impinging on the ob-
servatory building and observers.

Note that the small details may change or evolve
over the next couple months. If you have sugges-
tions or comments, attend the Observatory Com-
mittee meetings either in person or virtually on
the 3rd Wednesday of the month.

This is a historic time for our Society coming on
the heels of our hosting of the North Central Re-
gion of the Astronomical League convention in
2027 and our upcoming centennial in 2032. Imag-
ine that!

| know it will be a Happy New Year for our Socie-
ty!
Lee Keith

Your Very Excited Observatory Director!


https://milwaukeeastro.org/obsInfo/dark_sites.asp#loaded
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