Inside this issue: Holiday Party, December 7 at the MAS

MAS Updates  2-5 What a year wedve had! Thank you to our volu

SeiUmeee G coming together to make our obsefivanepny i ncr
MAS Members for a Holiday Party at the Quonset Meeting Hall on the first  Saturday,

Gallery Updates 7 December 7th at 4pm, followed by a members night afterward.

Service Honors 9 Wedl | have Italian food ordered, and members

Musings from 10-11 to pass.

an Astrophile
It would be fun to hold a bit of a Secret Santa gift drive this year, so bring along some

It Came from  12-14 astronomy gifts youd6d |ike to give away I|ike
Outer Space! hat s, eyepieces, etc. , and weol | mi x them up
P 1419 throughout the night. Consider a gift for the MAS as well i our observatory is always

needing the following everyday items: Paper towels, snow melt, bug spray, duct tape,
gsctfl:ﬁ;dﬁon s tools or hardware, soda, cleaners of any types, batteries, soap, trash bags, wasp

spray, ant traps, glow sticks for open house

Citizen Science 23 . .
Please reach out to me, Matthew Ryno, if you have any dietary requests for our food

Lunar Browsing  24-25 order of pizza, or email mattryno@gmail.com with any other questions!
AL Programs 27

Chasing the Stars: Guest Talk this Monday

Renewal Time! Board Meeting and Guest Presentation: November 18th

Chasing the Stars by Dr. James Lattis and Kelly Tyrrell

If you're interested in Astronomy and Physics, you're invited to stop by our own New
Berlin observatory for a talk by Dr. James Lattis on the history of the Washburn Ob-
servatory from Madison, and the story of his-
Renew MAS toric astronomers from Wisconsin!

MAS Renewal is
Due for 2025.

Memberships by

December 31st Copies of the latest Wisconsin Historical Socie-

ty press release will also be available after the
RENEW NOW > 45 minute presentation. Books available for

purchase in person Monday night, also

via https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/chasing -

the-stars

Monday 11/18 at the Quonset Meeting Hall:
1 Board Meeting Monday at 7:00 0 8:00pm
1 Chasing the Stars Talk at 8:00pm & 9:00pm

Google Meet Video call link: https://
meet.qgooqgle.com/dnu -vaga -bke How the Astronomers of Observatory Hill

N . Transformed Our Understanding of the Univers
We will try to host a hybrid join option if tech- e ——— i
nology cooperates with us Monday night! JAMES LATTIS - KELLY TYRRELL



https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/chasing-the-stars
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/chasing-the-stars
https://meet.google.com/dnu-yaqa-bke
https://meet.google.com/dnu-yaqa-bke
https://www.milwaukeeastro.org/membership/masRenewal.asp
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Treasurer 0s

September $1,568 $475.15 $1092.82

$11,724.00 [Starting Balance as of 10/20/24 October $2,082 $702.20 $1379.80

Expenditures November $405. $200.04 $204.96
$10.30 PayPal / Stripe fees
igggg C\;EléanleErX_peesnses Reserve General Funds Equipment Funds
$23'73 Periodic Ig;(penses Nov $13,007.61  $4,115.39 $1,410
$0 Water/Sewer
$200.04 TOTAL Expenditures John Koors was elected to be our new MAS

Revenue Treasurer in May, please update any regular
$392 Membership dues correspondence accordingly. John may be
22 3 gﬂ‘éﬁ;%%?}g%%‘:;s reached at pixelmgn@gmail.com by email.
$405.00 _TOTAL Revenue The new address for checks to the MAS
$11,929.76 [Ending Balance as of 11/16/25 should be sent to:

John Koors
. 5022 Citation Dr.
Membership Report Racine, Wl 53402
Total Active Memberships: 392
Family Memberships: 229 (58.42%)
Non-Family Members: 163 (41.58%)

Total Memberships Needing to Renew for 2025: 262 (66.84%)

As usual each year, we have a lot of members needing to renew their membership,
since we do not automatically deduct dues each year. So to renew, please follow in-
structions below i your renewals help us keep up our all volunteer programming and
observing running smoothly as our main source of community financial support!

Milwaukee Astronomical Society membership may be renewed now, for membership

in the 2025-2026 season. You may easily renew online by going to

www.milwaukeeastro.org and logging in, then simply select Renew Membership from

the Member tab. | f youdve renewed already, th

How to Renew Your Annual MAS Membership: Go to www.milwaukeeastro.org/
renew to log in and renew efficiently with Stripe or Paypal.

If you are paying by check annually, please note the new address for our treasurer
John Koors and mail to 5022 Citation Dr., Racine, WI 53402

You may also opt to donate additional amount via the renewal process, by check via
mail, or by going to the donate section on our site . We appreciate members who log
volunteer hours for work reimbursement or contribute via employee matching too!



https://milwaukeeastro.org/membership/masRenewal.asp
https://milwaukeeastro.org/membership/masRenewal.asp
https://milwaukeeastro.org/aboutMAS/donate.asp

Quonset Deck, Ramp and Stairs Project Completed

Eagle Scout Project Lead, Nick Macakanja, leads an Eagle Scout team to construct an acces-
sible ramp and stairs option for the back of the Quonset Meeting Hall.

Ni ck Macakanjabds ramp and stairs Eagle Scout design wa:
Scout Council this spring, and Nick fundraised $1,355 (including the $500 from MAS), towards con-

struction of the design. Working through rainy days and a clear day to enjoy a members night after-

ward, he led a team of about 15 -20 eagle scouts to build a ramp and stairs structure outside of the MAS

Quonset Meeting Hall with assistance by a few MAS members as well.

The end result is a gradually sloping ramp that allows access to the back door of the Quonset Meeting
Hall without the need for stairs, as well as a landing by the door for ease of entry and a stair option.
Members and visitors with limited mobility will appreciate this option, as an alternative to requesting

T , our handicap ramp,
and other members
or visitors can enjoy
' entering and exiting
~ via a short staircase.

The decking materi-
als consisted of com-
posite materials, to
resist rot, as well as
wooden railings.

& Nick will be invited
back at a future date,
4 for a dedication cer-
emony and the
1zl Board of Directors

= awarded his family

= an MAS member-
& ship. Thank you for
" all of the hard work!

Meeting Minutes

MAS Board of Directors Meeting Minutes: Next Meeting on November 18, 7pm, Quonset Hall

June 2024 July 2024, August 2024, Sept. 2024 - Brian Ganiere, Secretary

Reminder: Members Page Login Access

Once you have logged in to the website, click Members
to access the members menu. From here you can scroll
down the page to view the latest keyholder calendar and
contact information; announcements; past Focal Pointedi-
tions; files and much more, including the latest observato-
ry weather and cloud predictions. Login to access the
Members page at: https://milwaukeeastro.org/

Login to access private content



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jam-BHWn_rp6qbHqkmuc031zrR6CxId9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_vg_UqYUTeg_gIkug2HRh_9-waEkOUqm/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_AikGI8zkuiKchWLAQOp4KI4Qi7PS4s9/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xn-77dnpGSz44hjBzRpE9RUaMi_TRX3t/view?usp=drive_link
https://milwaukeeastro.org/members.asp
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Summer Picnic

Taking advantage of the warm weather following the completion of the Quonset Meeting Hall stairs
and ramp, about a dozen MAS Members gathered in August for a grill and picnic.

MAS President, Mathew Ryno, was put to work attending the grill, trying not to burn down the new
deck, which survived its first real test: MAS Summer Picnic! Members enjoyed burgers, brats, corn
on the cob, sides and some beverages under beautiful sunny weather, sheltered with the shade of
the Quonset Meeting Hall. Wedll do it again next year

Throughout the summer we saw dozens of guests and visitors using the ramp and stairs during our
open houses. Wedre thankful to have an easy exit to t




MAS Officers and Board Member Updates

Our annual meeting of the Milwaukee Astronomical Society was held on Monday 5/20/24, and the Mil-
waukee Astronomical Society Board of Directors voted to elect the following directors, to serve until
their 2027 term limit:

1 Mark Banyon

1 Jay Suthan

1 Dave Leiphart

Lee Keith was selected as our Observatory Director  for a term of three years.
2024/25 Season Officers:

1 President : Matthew Ryno

9 Vice President : Russ Blankenburg

1 Secretary : Brian Ganiere

1 Treasurer : John Koors

Sue Timlin resigned from the Board of Directors position in Fall after a long period of service, leaving
one position open for a member interested in participating in day  -to-day observatory business. Please
inquire at our next Board of Directors meeting if you are interested in applying.

Please see the back two pages of the newsletter for other open roles and opportunities at the MAS.

Golden Key

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society Board of Directors voted unanimously to award a "Golden Key"
honor to founding member Gene Hanson for his decades of service to the MAS and continued commit-
ment to excellence.

This first ever Presidentds 0Golden Keyd6 Award is resel
ing commitment to the Milwaukee Astronomical Society still serving in an active role on site, accord-

ing to Matthew Ryno, MAS President, who said there could be no better award recipient than our

Webmaster, Club Historian, Gene Hanson.

Lee Keith, Observatory Director, gave a yellow key to Gene Hanson during the August meeting in
Ohonor of his presence and willingness to asdaciggt every
role as our digital gateway to the MAS. O

Gene may be available in summers as a keyholder alternate to contact in case of a backup need when
available, or will be able to assist on an ad -hoc basis. We would like to point out the key is not actually
golden, but it could look like it is in the dark!



Schlitz Audubon Nature Center Exhibit Submissions Due

Greetings to all MAS imagers,

We are ten weeks from opening our exhibit at the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center. The exhibit will
open on January 9 and run for 3 months. It will feature astrophotography from our members of all ex-
perience levels. We have received submissions from several of our imagers wishing to submit items to
the gallery, but some of you still have not made a submission.  The success of our exhibit is dependent
on obtaining a wide variety of images that capture the wonders of our universe.

We need your entries as soon as possible to provide the time required to print all images and prepare
them for display. The sooner we get your photos, the easier it is for everyone.  The cutoff for sub-
missions is November 24 . Early submissions are appreciated!

When completing the form, be sure to include the title /name and location of each image. The back-
ground information requested in the last question allows you to share your astrophotography journey
and the enjoyment it gives you.

I have included the original instructions below. If you have any questions or problems, please get in
touch with me. Thanks for supporting this event.

JohnKoors i Email: pixelmgn@gmail.com fi Phone: 262-880-6393
Instructions to submit images

We are collecting images primarily by form, but you must have or create a Google account to use the
form that can upload files. So, if you have a Google account or will create one, just use this form to
submit images: https://forms.gle/GB8WoY4XhMZGmtZw6

If you are not using a Google account, use the form which does not contain a download option in the

link below: https://forms.gle/NMSigsVUgtEgDP278 and i nclude the comment
AGESO6 at the beginning of the section wher Wewilou
send an email with instructions on how to submit your photos.

We are looking for photos taken in an astronomical setting, including pictures of the sun, moon, plan-
ets, sunrises/sunsets, auroras, eclipses, the Milky Way, and deep -sky targets. Please consider shar-
ing 3-5 of your favorite images. The number we use will depend on the total number of images we
receive. When sending images: Use the maximum resolution possible. The file names should follow
this convention: LnameFname_Target name. For example: KoorsJohn_M13.

In the section asking about the objects you photographed and where they were photographed pro-
vide information for each photo submitted.

To add files to be uploaded via form: Click the Add file icon. A window will open where you can either
drag -and-drop file(s) to the window or click the browse button to select file(s) from the File Explorer
window. The last question lets you share your astrophotography background, how you took your pic-
tures, and why you like them. A short paragraph will do.

When you press the Submit button, the form will be sent to MAS, and your files will be uploaded. If you
only submit images for use, the guidelines above should suffice.

If you are providing existing prints ready for display, the form is used differently: There is no need to
upload any photos. Use the section listing the objects and location to include that information about
your prints. We will follow up to arrange the collection of your prints.

Finally, your last option is to submit an image(s) and request a framing option. This is an excellent op-
portunity to print/frame your photos at a very reasonable cost. The form includes the pricing for dif-
ferent sizes and frame types. A separate note will be sent in this thread with photos of the different

Continued on Next Page
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https://forms.gle/GB8WoY4XhMZGmtZw6
https://forms.gle/NMSigsVUgtEgDP278

Schlitz Audubon Astrophotography Gallery (Continued)

standard framing options. Multiple framing options are available. A Quick Frame includes a simple
plastic frame with a backing board and glass cover.  No mat is available, and the image will fill the
frame. Several wood frame options are available. The wood frames include glass, an acid -free mat, a
foam core backing board, and a wire hanger.  The options are:

o A simple black frame
0 A stained pine wood frame with a choice of Cherry, Brown, or Gray finish.
0 A hardwood frame with a simple finish

If you submit multiple images for framing, check the frame type(s) and size(s) you want. Then, when
you describe the target and location for each image, reference its frame type and size. Since many of
the wood frames are being made by our members, we would appreciate your submission as soon as
possible so that we can meet all requests. If you would like a custom framing solution, please check
that framing option, and we will reach out to you to discuss your request.

That was a lot of information, so thanks for hanging in there. We look forward to sharing the wide vari-
ety of your images with the public and hopefully generating interest in astronomy and our club. We

are also seeking volunteers to help with communications, mounting images in frames, collecting ready
-to-display prints, and setting up in the nature center gallery.  Please get in touch with us if interested!

Gallery Detalils

We will host an artists reception for MAS Members at the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center, at 1111 E.
Brown Deer Road, around the first week in March. All gallery entries will be displayed January 9
through Mid -April, and MAS members will be able to browse the photos throughout the time of the
gallery. Note: This time was rescheduled from Fall, with updates communicated in our Google Group.

Our exhibit aims to showcase astrophotography that can be done in Wisconsin, as well as general am-
ateur astronomy, so we will be blending in a curated selection of information, history, education, citi-
zen science and of course, gallery images and astrophotography!

Most members are contributing as a volunteer sharing work, getting it printed by John Koors and tak-
ing it back home. Others may be lending printed art for display, and we will also print and offer some
art for sale as a donation to the MAS from astrophotographers. Other private artists with professional
prints may also sell their prints if desired, but please coordinate separately with John Koors or Mat-
thew Ryno, so we know how to label your private work differently and how to handle questions.



