
www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Member_Guide.pdf                      05/21/2016                          - 1 - 

 

MAS Member Guide 

 

Preface  

This guide is for the members of the Milwaukee Astronomical Society 

(MAS) and especially the newer members. Here we will provide 

information about the club: the Focal Point newsletter, the website, 

history, location, basic information, organizational structure, library 

policy, and the MAS newsgroup. 

This member guide should be read in conjunction with the Observatory Manual. You can find 

that on our website at: www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Observatory_Manual.pdf 

Also, this guide is updated from time to time. The most up to date version can be found on our 

website at: www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Member_Guide.pdf 

 

 

 Last Updated: 05/21/2016 

www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Observatory_Manual.pdf
www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Member_Guide.pdf
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Location   

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society Observatory which is the heart of our organization is 

located at 18850 W Observatory Road in New Berlin.  At the time of dedication the path to the 

observatory was a dirt road for the most part and it was named later (date unknown) for our 

observatory. 
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The location was selected because it was on a hilltop, remote enough to offer very dark skies, 

yet not too far away to be inaccessible.  Over the years, however, our site has suffered because 

of the encroaching development. 

 

Aerial view of our observatory.  
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Focal Point  

The Focal Point is the newsletter of the Milwaukee Astronomical Society. It dates back to 1983.  

Before that, the newsletter was called the Double Dome because of the two domed 

observatories (Armfield and Buckstaff) on the grounds.  After the Z Dome was built it 

necessitated a name change. 

 

Traditionally, the Focal Point has been the lifeblood of the club being the central repository of 

information and ongoing updates as to the activities of the club.  It is often published monthly, 

but depending on the activity may only be every other month. We are extremely proud of our 

newsletter and feel it is one of the finest of any astronomy club. The newsletter is distributed to 

the membership via email and also published on the club website where you can also find and 

search newsletters going back to 1958. We also have newsletters from 1935-1938. For some 

unknown reason, there was no newsletter published between 1939 and 1958. 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
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Website  

The website of the club is www.milwaukeeastro.org. Along with the Focal Point newsletter, it is 

the place to get current information, announcements, and activities. It is also the repository of 

club information and documents such as this one.   

As a member of the club, you should be aware the home page of the site is not geared toward 

our membership.  It is the public face of our club so the information there is aimed at visitors 

ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ȅƻǳǊ άƘƻƳŜέ ǇŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎite 

can be found at: www.milwaukeeastro.org/members.asp  You can enter this URL directly, but 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άŎƭƛŎƪέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άCƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ōŀƴƴŜǊΦ 

   

bƻǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ άǇǊƛǾŀǘŜέ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǘΦ   

The top boxes always contain the latest information about the upcoming meetings, events, and 

announcements.  And there is a link to the most recent Focal Point newsletters. 

http://www.milwaukeeastro.org/
http://www.milwaukeeastro.org/members.asp
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Toward the bottom of the Members Page you will find a left banner with links we deem most of 

interest to the membership and of course these can change over time.  For example, the 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άa!{ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ   

You will also find a copy of the MAS calendar of events for any given month.  By default, the 

current month will be shown, but you may select past or future months as well.  

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ άYŜȅƘƻƭŘŜǊέ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ
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History  

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society goes back to 1932 when 18 astronomy enthusiasts 

banded together to form our club by meeting in the backyard of Luverne Armfield, observing 

meteors and variable stars.  By the following year membership had exploded to 130.  It is 

important to note that this was in the middle of the Great Depression.  Because of the 

economic realities of the time, from the outset they sought to secure land and build an 

observatory for the use of the members, many of which could not even afford small equipment. 

In recognition of the 

enthusiasm for the 

work on variable 

stars, in 1934 the 

American 

Association of 

Variable Star 

Observers (AAVSO) 

lent the MAS a 13 

inch plate-glass 

mirror, and 

Armfield built with 

considerable help 

from members, a 

telescope for that 

mirror which was 

initially set up in his backyard. That same year the MAS became a non-profit organization and a 

member, M.J.W. Phillips, offered an acre of land in New Berlin for the establishment of what 

would become the Milwaukee Astronomical Society Observatory.  The observatory was 

established in 1936 with the first telescope being an 8-inch reflector in a roll away shed which 

was finished by the end of that summer.  

In 1937, ground was broken for a domed building which was completed in 1938 ŀƴŘ !ǊƳŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ 

telescope was moved to the domed building later to be named for Armfield and the 

observatory was officially dedicated.  Today we almost always refer to that first building as the 

! 5ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ! {ŎƻǇŜΣ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ά!έ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ !ǊƳŦƛŜƭŘΦ 
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Aerial ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ мфоуΦ άCƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ 5ǊŜŀƳǎέ hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ.  Build it and they 
will come! 

A living quarter building was 

soon added to provide a place 

to warm up and for members 

to stay overnight.  It was 

sometimes called the 

clubhouse, but eventually it 

became known as the 

monastery. This building was 

eventually converted and called 

the Satellite Building and 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ 

In 1947, the MAS assisted in 

creating the Astronomical League and our Observatory Director, Edward Halbach, became its 

first President. 

In 1949, construction began on the second domed observatory and was completed in 1951.  

This is the Buckstaff Observatory and was built to house the 12.5-in telescope donated by Ralph 

Buckstaff.  

In 1955 the Quonset Hut was donated to the observatory which gave us a meeting room and 

office space. An oil heater was added soon after for relief from the cold winters.   

Lƴ мфрт ǘƘŜ a!{ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ƳƛǘƘǎƻƴƛŀƴ άtǊƻƧŜŎǘ aƻƻƴǿŀǘŎƘέ which was a program to track 

artificial satellites.  A highlight of this program came in 1962 when 3 members observed the 

reentry of Sputnik 4 allowing the remains to be precisely mapped.  Parts of the spacecraft fell in 

Manitowoc and West Bend.  We have actual parts of this craft and one of the two official copies 

of the main pieces that our government made before returning the originals to the Soviet 

Union. 


