MASMember Guide

Preface

Thisguide is for the members of thdilwaukee Astronomical Society
(MAS)and especially the newer membetdere we will provide
information about the clubthe Focal Point newsletter, the website,
history, location, basic infaation, organizational structure, library
policy,and theMAS newsgroup.

This member guide should be read in conjunction with the Observatory Maviaalcan find
that on our website atwww.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Observatory Manual.pdf

Also, this guide is updated from time to time. The most up to date version can be found on our
website at:.www.milwaukeeastro.orfDocuments/Member_Guide.pdf

Last Updated05/21/2016
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Location

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society Observatory which is the heart of our organization is
located at 18850 W Observatory Road in New Berlin. At the time of dedication the path to the
obseavatory was a dirt roador the most partand it was named later (date unknown) for our

observatory.
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The location was selected because it was on a hilltop, remote enough to offer very dark skies,
yet not too far away to be inaccessible. Ovee yyears however,our site has suffered because
of the encroaching development.

B 2014 Micosoft Corporation, Picto
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Aerial view of our observatory.
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Focal Point

The Focal Point is the newsletter of thdilwaukee Astronomical Societit dates back to 1983.
Before that, the newsletter as called the Double Dome because of the two domed
observatories (Armfield and Buckstaff) on the grounds. After the Z Dome was built it
necessitated a name change.

Next Public Night on August 22"

The fourth public observing night is scheduled for August 22™ at 7:30PM.
The topic will be The Wonders of Nebulae. The evening will include a
presentation about the topic by Dennis Roscoe and viewing thru telescopes

Inside this weather permitting. We will collect a parking donation of $5/vehicle. The
issue: event will be held in rain, shine, and starlight. The kind help of MAS members
_ during the night is encouraged and highly appreciated.
Public Night 1
acke ! The Yerkes Star Party
Summer Schedule )
ST, Once again the MAS putting on a star party for high school students at the

Yerkes Observatory. The Yerkes Summer Institute held by the Kavli Institute for

Traditionally, the Focal Poihtas beerthe lifeblood of the club being the central reptsy of
information and ongoingipdates as to the activities of the club. It is often published monthly,
but depending on the activity may only be every other momre are extremely proud of our
newsletter and feel it is one of the finest of any astramoclub.The newsletter is distributed to

the membership via email and also published on the club website where you can also find and
search newsletters going back 1858. We also have newsletters from 193938. For some
unknown reason, there was no neletter published between 1939 and 1958.

LT @2dz2QNB t221Ay3 F2N) YSSGAy3a GAYSa yR L} I OS
YSYOSNDRa yAIKG G GKS 20aSNBIFG2NRE @2dz Oy FA

www.milwaukeeastro.org/Documents/Member_Guide.pdf 05/21/2016 -4 -



Website

The website of the club igww.milwaukeeastro.orgAlong with the Focal Point newsletter, it is
the place to get current information, announcements, and activities. It istbsoepository of
club informationand documents such as this ane

As a member of the gb, you should be aware the home page of the site is not geared toward

our membership. It is the public face of our club so the information there is aimed at visitors

YR K2LISTFdzffteé ySs YSYOSNEO® L¥ &2dz2QNB ike YSYOS
can be found atwww.milwaukeeastro.org/members.asjfou can enter this URL directly, but
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Milwaukee Astronomical Society Members Page

The MAS page is geared toward the information most of interest to the membership. But visitors are welcome
here as welll

| Meetings ocal Point ]
MAS Christmas Party Renew Your Membership! November Focal Point
Saturday 12/04/2015, 4:00 PM at If you haven't already done so, you
the Observatory. Details in the can renew your membership by * Nov. 20th Meeting
November Focal Point. going to our Renewal Page. e Christmas Party

e September Board Reports
Public Night Season Ends New MAS President e F-Scope Operational
There are no more open house Tamas Kriska was elected as ¢ Inthe News
nights in 2015. They will resume next President until elections next May.
year. Thanks to all the members who Jeff Kraehnke will be taking over .
helped out this season! duties as the Membership Chair. October Focal Point

b23S (KA NESE20IIASAaWNI | yezyS Oy @GASg Ado

The top boxes always contain the latest information about the upcoming meetings, events, and
announcements. And there is a link to the most recent Focal Point newsletters.
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Efviconment  ENvVionneme
Canada Canada

October 3 Friday Public Night: 7:30 - The Moon

Russell Chabot

October4  [Saturday 414.881.3822

Special Event: Total Lunar Eclipse,

October 8 \Wednesday starts at 4-14AM

Brian Ganiere

October 11 Saturday 414-961-8745

Board Meeting: 7:00 PM
October 17 |Friday Membership Meeting: 8:00 PM, at the
Observatory

Gene Hanson

October 18 Saturday 62-354.0138

Special Event: Partial Solar Eclipse,

October 23 [Thursda 2
y late afternoon, no public viewing.

Paul Borchardt
262-781-0169

October 25 Saturday

Toward the bottom of the Members Page youlind a left banner with links we deem most of
interest to the membership and of course these can change over time. For example, the
R20dzySyid @2dz N NBIFIRAYy3 OFly 6S ¥F2dzyR dzy RSNJ a

You will also find a copy of the MAS calendar of evemtariy given month. By default, the
current month will be shown, but you may select past or future months as well.
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History

The Milwaukee Astronomical Society goesbk#o 1932wvhen 18 astronomy enthusiasts
banded together to form our club by meetingtime backyardof Luverne Armfieldobserving
meteors and variable stars. By the following year membership had exploded tdti80.
important to nde that this was irthe middleof the Great Depression. Because of the
economic realities of the time, from the outset they sought to secure land and build an
observatory for the use of the members, many of which couldavainafford smallequipment.

In recognition of the
enthusiasm for the
work on variable
stars, in 1934 the
American
Association of
Variable Star i
Observers (AAVSO) f f f
L

lent the MAS a 13
inchplate-glass
mirror, and
Armfield built with
considerable help
from members, a
telescopefor that
mirror which was
initially set up in his backyard hat same year the MAS l@wea nonprofit organization and a
member, M.J.W. Phillipxffered anacre of landn New Berlin for the establishment of what
would become the Milwaukee Astronomical Society Observatditye observairy was
establishedn 1936with the first telescope being ani@ch reflector in a roll away sheathich
was finishedy the end of thasummer

In 193, ground was brokefor a domed building which was completed in 193§ R ! NY¥ FA St R
telescope was movetb the domed building later to be named for Armfield and the

observatory was officially dedicated. Today we almost always refer to that first building as the
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will come!

A living quarter building was
soon added to provide a place
to warm up andor members

to stay overnight.It was
sometimes called the
clubhouse, but evenially it
became known as the
monastery.This building was
eventually converted and called
the Satellite Building and
NBY2OSR Ay (KS wmdyn

In 1947, the MAS assisted in
creating the Astronomical League and our Observatory Director, Edward Halbach, bescame i
first President.

In 1949, construction began on the second domed observatory and was completed in 1951.
This is the Buckstaff Observatory amds built to house the 12:b telescope donated by Ralph
Buckstaff.

In 1955 the Quonset Hut wanatedto the observatory which gave agneeting room and
office spaceAn oil heater was added soon after for relief from the cold winters.

LYy mdoppt GKS a!{ 22AYySR (K Swhichivasiafpioogramitdtrgick dt NB 2 S
artificial satellites. A highlightf this program came in 1962 when 3 members observed the

reentry of Sputnik 4 allowing the remains to be precisely mapped. Parts of the spacecratft fell in
Manitowoc and West Bend. We have actual parts of this craft and one of the two official copies

of the main pieces that our government made before returning the originals to the Soviet

Union.
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